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It is the policy of this department that when eyewitness identification is used as 
an investigative tool, officers shall adhere to the procedures set forth in order to 
maximize the reliability of identifications, minimize unjust accusations of innocent 
persons and to establish evidence that is reliable and in conformance with 
established legal procedure. This policy pertains especially to photo line-ups, line-
ups, and show-ups. If a video and/or audio recording is used for any line-up, 
the officer conducting the line-up will impound the recording per department 
policy 5/210.02. Mug books generated by officers will not be shown to witnesses 
for identification purposes, unless specifically requested by the District Attorney’s 
office. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
Eyewitness: A person, including a victim, who views a photo line-up live line-up, 
or a show-up and whose identification by sight of another person may be 
relevant in a criminal proceeding. 
 
Fillers: Individuals or photographs of individuals that resemble the description of 
the suspect, while not permitting the suspect to stand out, that are used to fill in a 
live line-up or photo line-up. A minimum of five (5) fillers will be used with any 
simultaneous or sequential line-up. Individuals who are suspects in the same 
case will not be used as fillers.  Only one suspect per line-up (live or photo) will be 
used. 
 
Independent Administrator: An officer, who is not participating in the investigation 
of the criminal offense, is unaware of which person in the line-up is the 
potential suspect and shows the photo line-up to the eyewitness. The use of an 
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Independent Administrator in a photo line-up is also known as the “Double Blind” 
method.   
 
Live line-up: An identification procedure conducted at a detention center in which 
a group of persons, including the suspect, is displayed to an eyewitness to 
determine whether the eyewitness identifies the suspect as the perpetrator of a 
crime. 
 
Photo line-up: An identification procedure in which an array of photographs, 
including a photograph of the suspect, is displayed to an eyewitness in hard 
copy or by digital image to determine whether the eyewitness identifies the 
suspect as the perpetrator of a crime. Photo line-ups are shown in either a 
simultaneous or sequential format. 
 
Sequential photo line-up: An array of photographs of individuals that includes the 
potential suspect and five (5) fillers who are similar in appearance to the 
description of the suspect provided by the eyewitness that are presented one at a 
time to an eyewitness for identification purposes. 
 
Show-up (commonly referred to as a “one on one”): An identification procedure 
in which the suspect appears individually for possible identification by the 
eyewitness as the perpetrator of a crime.  
 
Simultaneous photo line-up (commonly referred to as a “six pack”): A computer-
generated array of photographs of individuals that includes the potential suspect 
and five (5) fillers who are similar in appearance that is presented on a single 
sheet of paper to an eyewitness for identification purposes. 
 
PROCEDURES 
 
PHOTO LINE-UP 
Photo line-ups are an investigative tool and will not be the sole basis of an 
arrest unless authorized by a lieutenant and approval of the District Attorney’s 
office. 
 
Photo line-ups should be generated using photographs electronically stored within 
the LVMPD mug shot system. If a photograph of the suspect is not available in 
the LVMPD mug shot system, a photo line-up may be generated using other 
data bases sources that provide similar photographs of every individual to be 
used in the array.  Fillers should resemble the description of the suspect provided by 
the eyewitness and none of the line-up subjects should stand out.  A sequential line-
up may be used when the officer cannot prepare a line-up from the LVMPD 
mug shot system and must rely upon photographs from outside sources. These 
Sources for the lineup may include photos from the LVMPD mug shot system, 
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yearbook photographs, Department of Motor Vehicles photographs or other sources 
providing photographs. If the photographs do not have similar background color 
which cannot be adjusted or the use of a black-and-white simultaneous photo 
line-up is not practical then a sequential photo line-up should be used. All photo 
line-ups conducted will be impounded as evidence unless generated and 
electronically stored within the LVMPD mug shots system. In composing a 
photographic line-up, the officer will adhere to the following guidelines: 
 
Preparing photo line-ups: 
1. Use of any juvenile photos must comply with LVMPD 5/203.02. 
2. Only one potential suspect will be included and randomly placed in each 

photo line-up. 
3. In the event a simultaneous photo line-up is shown to more than one 

eyewitness the same six photographs will be used and the position of the 
photographs will be changed to the extent practical. 

4. Photo line-ups will contain six photographs, one of the potential suspect and 
five fillers who are similar in physical appearance to the description of the 
suspect provided by the eyewitness.  

5. Complete uniformity of features is not required. The officer may avoid using 
fillers who so closely resemble the suspect that a person familiar with the 
suspect might find it difficult to distinguish the suspect from the fillers. 

6. The officer will ensure that no writings, information concerning previous 
arrests, identifications or any other documentation associated with the 
identification process, is visible to the eyewitness on any photo line-up. 

7. The officer will view the line-up once it is completed to ensure that the 
suspect does not unduly stand out and appears only once in the photo 
line-up. 

 
Conducting a simultaneous photo line-up: 
Supervisor responsibilities: 
1. Determine the need for an independent administrator Will ensure the lead 

detective identifies which method will be utilized to show the photo line-up to 
the eyewitness using the double-blind method.  

2. Ensure all photographs used in the photo line-up depict a visual likeness of 
the potential suspect. 

3. Ensure photographs positions have been changed to the extent practical 
when a simultaneous photo line-up is used.  

4. Ensure the order of photographs have been changed to the extent practical 
when a sequential photo line-up is used.  

5. Review each photo line-up package and associated paperwork, post 
eyewitness viewing to ensure completeness.  

 
Officer responsibilities: 
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6. Complete the top portion of the Photo Line-up Witness Instructions (LVMPD 
104); 

7. Read the Photo Line-up Witness Instructions (LVMPD 104), to the 
eyewitness, regarding the lineup (officers should consider audio recording the 
entire interaction of the Photo Line-up and preserving the recording with the 
case file):  
a. When multiple eyewitnesses are involved, the officer will separate the 
eyewitnesses and read the instructions to each separately.  

b. Eyewitnesses will not be allowed to confer with each other before or 
while being shown the photo line-up.  

8. Once the instructions have been read, provide the eyewitness a copy of the 
Photo Line-up Witness Instructions (LVMPD 104); and ask if they understand 
how the photo line-up procedure will be conducted. If they have no 
questions and fully understand the procedure, have the witness sign, date 
and time. 

 
Eyewitness viewing of the photo line-up: 
9. Show the photo line-up to the eyewitness for as long as the eyewitness 

wishes.  
10. If the eyewitness indicates that they recognize someone in the photo line-

up, the officer will ask the circumstances from which the eyewitness 
recognizes the individual. The officer will document the eyewitness' responses 
in either an arrest or officers report.  

11. At the conclusion of the viewing have the witness indicate, in their own 
words, which photograph they have identified, if any, in the statement 
section of the Photo Line-up Witness Instructions (LVMPD 104) and sign, 
date and time and signature section at the bottom of the form.  

12. If the eyewitness identifies anyone in the photo line-up, the officer will 
immediately seek and document a statement of confidence in the eyewitness’s own 
words and will not provide the eyewitness any feedback regarding the 
individual selected or comment on the outcome of the procedure in any 
way. 

13. The officer will instruct the eyewitness not to discuss the line-up or its 
results with other eyewitnesses.  

14. In the event there are multiple eyewitnesses, each eyewitness will be shown 
an unviewed copy of the photo line-up, and the suspect will be placed in a 
different position in each line-up. 

15. The officer will document all line-up procedures, the date and time the 
photo line-up was conducted, and the names of all persons present when 
the photo line-up was shown.  

16. All photo line-ups presented to eyewitnesses regardless of the outcome will 
become part of the investigative case file. 
 

Conducting a Sequential photo line-up (these guidelines are in addition to the 
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General Guidelines given above): 
17. When conducting a sequential line-up, the officer will not include more than 

one suspect within the array of photographs presented to the eyewitness. 
18. Photographs will be shown to the eyewitness one at a time. 
19. The officer will show the eyewitness all of the photographs in the line-up, 

even if the eyewitness makes identification early in the procedure. 
20. If the eyewitness requests to see a specific photo after being shown the 

entire array, the officer will show the entire array to the eyewitness again, 
in the same order in which it was initially presented. 

23. In the event a sequential photo line-up is shown to more than one 
eyewitness the same six photographs will be used and the order of the 
photographs will be changed to the extent practical.   

 
Conducting a Simultaneous or Sequential photo line-up using an Independent 
Administrator – “Double Blind” (these guidelines are in addition to the General 
Guidelines for both Simultaneous and Sequential photo line-ups given above): 
 
Investigating Officer: 
24. Will not inform the Independent Administrator the position of the potential 

suspects’ photo before or after the viewing of the photo line-up by the 
eyewitness.   

25. Document in either an Arrest/Officer’s Report the following: 
a. Name and P# of the Independent Administrator; 
b. Which method was used by the Independent Administrator and; 
c. The outcome of the photo line-up, including the statement of confidence.    

 
Independent Administrator: 
26. Prior to conducting the photo line-up, the Independent Administrator will 

inform the eyewitness they do not know if the potential suspect is in the 
photo line-up or what position they are in. 

27. Once the photo line-up has been viewed by the eyewitness inform the 
investigating officer of the results. 

28. Return all photos and documentation to the investigating officer. 
 
LIVE LINE-UPS 
 
Live Line-ups will be conducted in the Detention Services Division Central 
Booking Bureau “Line-up Room” in accordance with DSD SOP23.01.00. It will be 
conducted on the ground floor, preferably Monday through Friday, 0900-1030 
hours. Individuals requesting a line-up will contact the booking lieutenant’s office 
prior to 1200 hours the day before the scheduled line-up. Inmates selected for a 
line-up will be placed in the line-up holding cell (South Tower Transfer Release 
area) thirty (30) minutes prior to the scheduled time for review by the requesting 
individual. Certain Circumstances may require an unscheduled line-up, such as 
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court ordered line-ups with specific times assigned, availability of witnesses or 
possible early release of an inmate, etc. 
 
Requesting Bureau 
1. Schedules line-up with Central Booking Bureau Lieutenant’s office. 
2. Notifies the same office in the event a scheduled line-up is to be canceled. 

 
Detention Services Central Booking Bureau Lieutenant or designee 
3. Confirms the suspect’s custody status, completes the top portion of the line-

up schedule and forwards information to the responsible night shift bureau 
lieutenant where inmate is currently housed. 

 
Day Shift Central Booking Lieutenant or Designee 
4. Notifies the District Attorney's Office of the line-up, so that the appropriate 

Assistant District Attorney may attend. 
5. Notifies the suspect's attorney (or the Public Defender's Office, when 

appropriate) on the day of the line-up at least three (3) hours prior to the 
line-up. 

6. Notifies requesting investigative bureau if suspect has been released. 
 
Detention Services Division Fugitive Officer 
7. Assists investigator in conducting the line-up, when available. 

 
Investigator Requesting/Conducting Line-up 
8. Reviews line-up selections and requests replacements, if required, fifteen (15) 

minutes prior to scheduled lineup. 
9. If only one eyewitness is viewing the line-up, the suspect and his attorney 

will be allowed to place the participants in the order in which they wish 
them to appear in the line-up. If multiple eyewitnesses are involved, the 
officer will, to the extent possible, place the suspect in different positions in 
each line-up. The other members of the line-up will be placed randomly in 
each line-up.  
a. When multiple eyewitnesses are involved, the officer will separate the 

eyewitnesses and read the instructions to each separately.  
b. Eyewitnesses will not be allowed to confer with each other before or 

while being shown the live line-up.  
10. Each participant will be given a visible number corresponding to their 

placement in the line-up and numbers will be exchanged as the participants' 
positions in successive line-ups change.  

11. A photograph of each line-up will be taken prior to its presentation, 
documenting the order in which the participants are presented and their 
clothing and general appearance.  
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12. Prior to the viewing the line-up, the eyewitness will be instructed that they 
will be looking at a group of individuals, through a two-way mirror and that 
the individuals will not be able to see or hear the witness.  

13. Give the eyewitness a copy of the Line-up Witness Instructions and read 
the paragraph to them. Ask them to sign and give time and date on the 
appropriate lines.  

14. Upon entering the viewing area, the eyewitness will be given the opportunity 
to view the participants, from the front and from the side. If it is necessary 
for the participants to perform any physical actions (speak a phrase, walk, 
etc.), each participant must perform the same actions. 

15. After viewing all of the participants, the eyewitness will be asked if they 
recognize anyone in the line-up. All of the participants will be brought into 
the viewing area, even if the eyewitness makes identification during the 
presentation. 

16. If the eyewitness indicates that they recognize someone in the line-up, the 
officer will ask the circumstances from which the eyewitness recognizes the 
individual. The officer will also ask the eyewitness to make a written 
statement on the eyewitness form and to explain in their own words how 
confident they are of this choice. The officer will document the eyewitness' 
responses for the investigative case file.   

17. The suspect's attorney will not be allowed to question any eyewitness. 
18. If the eyewitness requests to see a specific individual after viewing the 

entire line-up, the officer will present the entire line-up to the eyewitness 
again, in the same order in which it was initially presented. 

19.  If the eye witness identifies a suspect, the officer will not provide the 
eyewitness any feedback regarding the individual selected or comment on 
the outcome of the procedure in any way.  

20. After an eyewitness has viewed the line-up, the officer will instruct the 
eyewitness not to discuss the line-up or its results with other eyewitnesses. 

21. The officer will record the results of the line-up on the physical line-up 
form and will include the exact words used by each eyewitness in viewing 
the line-up. The officer will also prepare a detailed supplement as to how 
the proceeding was conducted. The officer will maintain the physical line-up 
form and the supplement in the investigative case file and forward copies to 
the District Attorney's Office. 

 
SHOW-UPS  
1. A show-up may be used when an eyewitness can possibly identify a 

person involved in a crime or may be used when a photo line-up is 
inappropriate or impractical.  

2. In the event multiple suspects are detained at that same time, a show-up 
will only be conducted with one suspect at a time. The show-up should be 
done within a relative timeframe of 1-3 hours following the incident.    
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3. A Show-up should be conducted at the location where the suspect is 
detained, within sixty (60) minutes of detainment, if not under arrest. See 
NRS 171.123 

4. Whenever a show-up is conducted, the officer will transport the eyewitness 
to the suspect’s location unless it is physically impossible to move the 
eyewitness. 

5. In the event of multiple eyewitnesses, the officer shall separate all 
eyewitnesses in order to discourage them from conferring with one another 
before or during the show-up. Each eyewitness will be given instructions 
regarding the identification procedure without other eyewitness being present.  
Once an eyewitness makes a positive identification and probable cause has been 
established, photo line-up procedures should be used with additional eyewitnesses. 

5. Show-ups should not be conducted when the subject is violent or 
combative. 

6. The same suspect should not be presented to the same eyewitness more 
than once, nor shall a suspect be required to put on clothing worn by the 
perpetrator, to speak words uttered by the perpetrator, or to perform other 
actions of the perpetrator. 

7. Prior to the Show-up, the officer will obtain a detailed description of the 
suspect from the eyewitness. The description shall be documented (i.e., 
CAD, voluntary statement, etc.) 

9. Officers will read the eyewitness the Show-Up Witness Instructions LVMPD 
497, prior to conducting the show-up. At the conclusion of the viewing have 
the eyewitness indicate, in their own words, in the statement section of the 
Show-Up Witness Instructions, if they identified the person and sign at the 
bottom of the form.   

10. The officer will ensure that the eyewitness has ample opportunity to observe 
the suspect. The officer will not provide any feedback regarding the 
identification. 

11. The Show-up Witness Instruction form will be completed on all show-up’s 
involving felony crimes regardless of identification outcome.  The administrator 
will also seek and document a statement of confidence in the eyewitness’s own 
words. (2/13, 10/14)■ 

 
KJ 


