
 

October 22, 2009 

John Bradley, Chairman, Texas Forensic Science Commission 

Dear Chairman Bradley,  

Congratulations on your recent appointment as Chairman of the Texas Forensic Science 
Commission. The Commission has an important mandate, and is facing a critical juncture 
in its history. As Texas residents, are writing to express our hope that under your 
leadership, the Commission will continue working to ensure the integrity of the forensic 
analyses that our criminal justice system relies upon to provide safety and justice across 
the state.  
 
Texas has had its share of forensic problems; detailing them is not necessary here. What 
is less well known, but as important, is that Texas has taken charge of those problems and 
addressed them head-on. Houston's past crime lab problems are notorious; Houston's 
efforts to address those problems have been admirable. The legislature created the Texas 
Forensic Science Commission to root out forensic problems statewide because better 
forensic evidence provides police with better tools to identify criminals, enables 
prosecutors to have stronger cases, and provides confidence in criminal convictions.  
 
The Willingham case raises serious questions about forensics and justice in Texas. Your 
predecessors and colleagues on the Commission were on the right course when they 
decided to look seriously at that case. The expert report was only the first major step in 
that process. The agenda from the meeting scheduled to be held earlier this month shows 
that the Commission planned not just to question that expert, but to also craft their 
questions for the Fire Marshall's office, and consider what other perspectives they needed 
from Texas agencies to decide the question before the Commission. Importantly, the 
question before the Commission was never whether an innocent person had been 
executed that's not the Commission's charge. Instead, the Commission has spent more 
than two years looking thoughtfully and objectively at whether the forensic evidence 
considered in the case was problematic. 
 
The expert report on the Willingham case confirms what every other independent expert 
has found for the last five years. It raises serious questions that need to be explored and 
answered. Unless that report gets a fair hearing and the Commission finishes its work in 
this case, Texans' faith in our criminal justice system will suffer a terrible blow. 
 
The Governor has decided to abruptly change horses in the midst of a major stream, and 
it is now yours to navigate. Yes, you need time to get your bearings, but undue delay – 
much less a complete change of course – seems destined to sweep this investigation, 
Texans' faith in forensic evidence and our criminal justice system, maybe even jurors' 
willingness to convict, away with it. 
 
Your leadership of the Texas Forensic Science Commission can bring the state toward 
transparency, truth and justice in our criminal justice system. We're writing to let you 
know of our regard for the importance of this moment in Texas's history of justice, and 
our hope for the leadership you have been asked to provide.  

Sincerely, 
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Texans Exonerated Through DNA Testing After Spending Years 
in Prison for Crimes They Didn’t Commit 
 
A.B. Butler  
Tyler, TX  
  
Kevin Byrd 
Houston, TX  
  
Charles Chatman 
Carolltown, TX  
  
James Giles 
Lufkin, TX  
  
Thomas McGowan  
Garland, TX  
  
Attorney Christopher Ochoa 
Madison, WI  
 

 
Steven Phillips 
Carrollton, TX  
  
Anthony Robinson, Esq. 
 Houston, TX 
  
George Rodriguez 
Houston, TX  
  
Ben Salazar 
Austin, TX  
  
Ernest Sonnier and Altha Davis 
Houston, TX  
 

 
Josiah Sutton 
Houston, TX 
  
Ronald Taylor 
Atlanta, GA  
  
Keith Turner 
Dallas, TX  
  
James Waller 
Haynesville, TX  
  
Patrick Waller 
Carolltown, TX 
 

Concerned Texas Citizens 
 
Kari Guest 
San Antonio, TX  
 
Nancy Jordan  
Houston, TX  
 
Christine Jones  
Copperas Cove, TX  
 
Lucy Tarwater  
Austin, TX  
 
Robert Hoelscher  
Austin, TX 
 
Ruth Wisdom  
San Angelo, TX 
 
Alison Dieter 
Austin, TX 
 
Barbara Butler 
Fritch, TX 
 
Jennifer Bailey 
Dallas, TX 
 
Robert Gartner  
Houston, TX 
 
Geneva Polley  
Austin, TX 
 
Peggy Dimery 
Austin, TX 
 
L.M. Wilson  
Houston, TX  
 
Jane A.  
Denton, TX 
 
Bryant Wood 
Corpus Christi, TX  
 
Glenn Youngblood  
Houston, TX  
 
David Berkshire  
Houston, TX  
 
Susan Davis  
Arlington, TX  
 
Josee Hawkins 
Arlington, TX  
 
Veleshia Hinson  
Grand Prairie, TX  
 
 

Martha Jaime 
Adkins, TX  
 
Tim Duda  
San Antonio, TX  
 
Kari Guest  
San Antonio, TX  
 
Nancy Jordan  
Houston, TX  
 
Christine Jones  
Copperas Cove, TX  
 
Lucy Tarwater  
Austin, TX 
 
Robert Hoelscher  
Austin, TX  
 
Erasmo Mireles  
Fort Worth, TX  
 
Barbara Taylor  
Dallas, TX 
 
Sherry Fortenberry 
Donna, TX 
 
Regina Schmahl  
Houston, TX 
 
Daniel Prosser  
Houston, TX 
 
Sherry Roller 
Lubbock, TX 
 
Richard Zephro  
San Antonio, TX 
 
Christelle Mulkins 
Austin, TX 
 
Ruby Montes 
Lewisville, TX 
 
O.D. Johnson, Jr. 
Dallas, TX  
 
William Bolin 
Houston, TX 
 
Stewart Lyons 
Houston, TX 
 
Kathy Davis  
Azle, TX  
 
 

Diane Legons 
Dallas, TX  
 
David Black  
Livingston, TX  
 
Jason Daniels  
Austin, TX 
 
Toni Perry 
Kilgore, TX  
 
David Harr 
Farmers Branch, TX 
 
Martha Jaime  
Adkins, TX  
 
Tim Duda  
San Antonio, TX  
 
Kelly Marlow  
Bedford, TX  
 
Lori Bain  
Webster,TX  
 
John Sager  
Houston, TX  
 
Marg Harris  
Allen, TX  
 
Maria Uvalle  
Dallas, TX  
 
Larry Smith  
Round Rock, TX  
 
Jorge Baldor  
Dallas, TX  
 
Karen Tomlin 
The Woodlands, TX  
 
Ronnie Stephens 
Austin, TX  
 
Christina Hernandez  
San Antonio, TX  
 
Sally Simpson  
Garland, TX  
 
John Britton 
Dallas, TX 
 
Edward Tanner, Jr. 
Nederland, TX  
 
 

Madonna Regalado 
Duncanville, TX  
 
Rita Clarke  
Farmers Branch, TX  
 
LaVerne Mars  
Huntsville, TX  
 
David Robinson 
Cedar Hill, TX  
 
Michael Edwards  
Tyler, TX  
 
Alexandra Polakovic  
Austin, TX  
 
Wanda Harley  
Mineral Wells, TX  
 
Stella Maree  
Houston, TX  
 
Thomas Windberg  
Briarcliffe, TX  
 
Beverly Williams  
Austin, TX  
 
Amber Luther  
Amarillo, TX  
 
Glenn Funk  
Lewisville, TX  
 
Marlaena Fischer  
Malakoff, TX  
 
Georgialle Owens  
Irving, TX  
 
Sally Young  
Beaumont, TX  
 
 Bea Pratt  
Fritch, TX 
 
Sallly Garcia 
 San Antonio, TX 
 
Sarah Townsend  
Humble, TX 
 
Sylvia Ethridge  
Rowlett, TX 
 
Katie Webb  
Lubbock, TX 
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Clay Daniel  
Fort Worth, TX  
 
Lucy Frost  
Manchaca, TX  
 
Kristianna Acevedo 
Austin, TX  
 
Gloria Ballard  
Victoria, TX  
 
Rebecca LeBreton 
Waxahachie, TX  
 
Mary Miller  
Flower Mound, TX  
 
Patricia C Doyle  
El Paso, TX  
 
Elizabeth Riebschlaeger  
Cuero, TX 
  
Dustin Pilkington  
Austin, TX  
 
Chester Soria  
Queens, TX  
 
Brenda Shepard  
Austin, TX  
 
Lori Licata  
Cypress, TX  
 
Annie Griffin  
Dallas, TX 
 
Barbara Gant  
Hurst, TX  
 
Rick Chance  
Austin, TX  
 
Lisa al-Bassam  
Sugar Land, TX  
 
Angella Nickerson  
Montogomery, TX  
 
Deby Skawinski  
Little Elm, TX  
 
Ryan Ferguson 
Denton, TX 
 
Ann Morrison  
Denton, TX 
 
Andrea Larsson  
Dallas, TX 
 
Gloria Rubac  
Houston, TX 
 
Marilee Armstrong 
Sienna Plantation, TX 
 
Scarlett Peavy  
Duncanville, TX 
 
Jeanie Parks  
Stagecoach, TX 
 
Virginia Bulkley  
Ingram, TX 
 
Laura Thurlow  
Houston, TX 
 
Jennifer Smith  
Killeen, TX 
 
Kelly Epstein  
Spring, TX 
Kenneth Madrulli  
Fort Worth, TX 

Barry Copeland 
Cypress, TX 
 
Johnson Roderick 
Dallas, TX 
 
Terri Been  
Lampasas, TX  
 
Michael Thompson 
Arlington, TX  
 
Cynthia Fuller  
Denton, TX  
 
L. C. Gordon  
Round Rock, TX  
 
Herman Gee  
Houston, TX  
 
Storey Sessions  
Houston, TX  
 
Dana Barner  
Amarillo, TX  
 
Herman Henderson  
Huntsville, TX  
 
Michelle St. John  
Houston, TX  
 
Robin Brown  
Amarillo, TX  
 
Janelle Powell 
Lewisville, TX  
 
Diane McKinley 
Flower Mound, TX  
 
Kristen Blair 
Fort Worth, TX  
 
Bonnye Bauerle  
Austin, TX  
 
Mary L Pena  
Dallas, TX  
 
Carol Herrington  
Navasota, TX 
 
Charles Sullivan  
Marshall, TX 
 
Diana Carstairs  
Houston,TX 
 
Norma Riley  
Freeport, TX 
 
Traci Nivens  
Pearland, TX 
 
Gilbert Cadena  
El Paso, TX 
 
Jimmy Davison  
San Antonio, TX 
 
Krista Bryan  
Amarillo, TX 
 
Shawn DeFrance  
Dallas, TX 
 
Kimberly Harris  
Dallas, TX 
 
Louise Hanks  
Austin, TX 
 
Patricia Gatlin  
Austin, TX 
Gail Jackson  
Fort Worth, TX 

Rael Nidess  
Marshall, TX  
 
Julie Laumer 
New Braunfels, TX 
  
Sara Thomas 
Arlington, TX 
 
Shirley Baccus-Lobel 
Dallas, TX 
 
Tina Quinn  
Dallas, TX 
 
Andrea Romeros  
McAllen, TX 
 
Patricia Jones 
Hillsboro, TX 
 
Claudia Marquez 
Houston, TX 
 
Sharon Blanding 
Fischer, TX 
 
Lee Short  
Richland Hills, TX 
 
Kevin King  
Houston, TX 
 
Pattie Smitherman 
Texas City, TX 
 
Dolores Arredondo 
Forth Worth, TX 
 
Stephanie Moses 
Garland, TX 
 
Cynthia Svitak  
Fort Worth, TX 
 
Dianna Taylor  
Corpus Christi, TX 
 
Baldemar Jaime 
Adkins, TX 
 
Wynn McCloskey 
Houston, TX 
 
Carla Zammiello 
San Antonio, TX 
 
Cynthia Watson 
Salado, TX 
 
Michael Johnson 
Austin, TX 
 
Dan Beto  
Bryan, TX 
 
Jan Logsdon  
Bastrop, TX 
 
Dana Campbell  
Hewitt, TX 
 
Sherry Scales  
Austin, TX 
 
Ian Greenleigh  
Austin, TX 
 
 

Anthony Muharib  
Houston, TX 
 
Ester King  
Houston, TX 
 
Sharon Gabel 
Houston, TX 
 
Elizabeth Jeter 
Houston, TX 
 
Patricia Nichols 
Houston, TX 
 
Chalandra Robinson 
Houston, TX 
 
Linda Romeros 
McAllen, TX 
 
Michael Molnari 
Houston, TX 
 
Julia Lukomnik 
Houston, TX 
 
Jerome Wald 
Houston, TX 
 
Ceil Roeger  
Houston, TX 
 
Kristin Houle  
Austin, TX 
 
Jennifer Godsey-King 
Austin, TX 
 
Melissa Jurrens  
Austin, TX 
 
Katie Alexander  
San Antonio, TX 
 
Stephanie Frizzell 
Garland, TX 
 
Vicki McCuistion 
Wimberley, TX 
 
Parris Bonds  
Allen, TX 
 
Emily Shelton  
Austin, TX 
 
Todd Moye  
Fort Worth, TX 
 
Diana Dworin  
Austin, TX 
 
Sari Kuvet  
Wimberley, TX 
 
Joy Learman  
Austin, TX 
 
Stacy Ehrlich  
Austin, TX 
 
Jennifer Weiss  
Austin, TX 
 
Mary Leyendecker 
Corpus Christi, TX 
 
Debora Reynolds Mt. 
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Barbara Clawson  
Axtell, TX 
 
Christine Desjardins 
 Irving, TX 
 
Ronnie Simonestephens 
Austin, TX 
 
Yolanda Garcia San 
Antonio, TX 
 
Jessica Grimes  
Dallas, TX 
 
Wilhelmina 
Slater,MSSW-ACP  
Austin, TX 
 
Pedro Escamilla  
Laredo, TX 
 
Stella Tye  
Hewitt, TX 
 
Conchita Rivers  
Austin, TX 
 
David Atwood 
Houston, TX 
 
Norma Goodrich 
Cypress, TX 
 
Brandy Williams  
Tyler, TX 
 
James Jackson  
Alpine, TX 
 
Richard Woodward 
College Station, TX 
 
Mark Miller  
Odessa, TX 
 
Rochelle White 
Houston, TX 
 
Melissa Patrick 
Alvin, TX 
 
Wright Barnebey 
Rocksprings, TX 
 
Karl H Rodenberg 
Bueckeburg, TX 
 
Lois and Kenneth 
Robison  
Burleson, TX 
 
Amber Loeffler 
Houston, TX 
 
Alan Smith  
Midlothian, TX 
 
Linda Coker  
San Marcos, TX 
 
Thomas McClendon 
Georgetown, TX 
 
Daniel Kaminski 
Austin, TX 
 
Kenneth Hayes  
Austin, TX 
 
 

 
James Griffith  
Davilla, TX 
 
Susan Marks  
Little Elm, TX 
 
Anthony Mello  
Katy, TX 
 
Gweneth Baldwin 
Wichita Falls, TX 
 
Ydalia Martinez  
Dallas, TX 
 
Deborah White  
Tyler, TX 
 
Lisa Richard  
Houston, TX 
 
Laura Boyle  
Austin, TX 
 
Shannon Bayless 
Volente, TX 
 
Karla Hernandez  
Dallas, TX 
 
Joe Marcinkowski 
Houston, TX 
 
Kathryn Fitzgerald 
Shramek  
Houston, TX 
 
Sabrina Riggs  
Plano, TX 
 
Julie Miller  
San Antonio, TX 
 
James Sisk 
 Austin, TX 
 
Quin Williams  
Houston, TX 
 
Sylvia Garza  
Pharr, TX 
 
James Klein  
Corpus Christi, TX 
 
Deborah Michalewicz 
Water Valley, TX 
 
Thomas Martin  
Austin, TX 
 
Zachary Carter  
Austin, TX 
 
Dr. Roger Barnes  
San Antonio, TX 
 
Glenna Balch  
Austin, TX 
 
Nancy B. Price 
San Antonio, TX 
 
Grace Rogers 
Lubbock, TX 
 
Veronica Spellings 
Austin, TX 
 
Joseph Uecker 
Odessa, TX 

Renea Martinez  
Mt. Pleasant, TX 
 
Merideth Caldwell 
Austin, TX 
 
Blaze Barrett  
Dallas, TX 
 
James Hilley 
Richardson, TX 
 
Fr Allan Hawkins 
Arlington, TX 
Jimea Jackson 
Houston, TX 
 
Ticey Torti  
Ferris, TX 
 
Fred Fischer  
Canyon Lake, TX 
 
Mekonnen Haile 
San Antonio, TX 
 
Ellis Burrell  
Houston, TX 
 
Marilyn Holden  
San Antonio, TX 
 
Andrea Branche  
Katy, TX 
 
Jenny Vanderpool 
Austin, TX 
 
Juan Longoria San 
Benito, TX 
 
Teighlor Darr  
Austin, TX 
 
Marie Arguello  
Dallas, TX 
 
Michelle Swensen 
Rowlett, TX 
 
Mark McGee College 
Station TX 
 
Jean Bybee  
Onalaska, TX 
 
Angie Agapetus 
Houston, TX 
 
Mary O'Grady  
Austin, TX 
 
Scott Keeth  
Glenn Heights, TX 
 
Fay Guarraci  
Austin, TX 
 
Ruth Armstrong 
Houston, TX 
 
Daniel Castro 
Georgetown, TX 
 
Jenivie Isgitt 
Huntsville, TX 
 
Mary Hampton  
Austin, TX 

Vernon TX 
 
Genevieve Hearon 
Austin, TX 
 
Lucy Randel  
Houston, TX 
 
Marilyn Schramm 
Austin, TX 
 
James Donovan  
San Antonio, TX 
 
Patricia Gardiner 
Corpus Christi, TX 
 
Elliot Kralj  
Austin, TX 
 
Carmichael Khan 
Sugar Land, TX 
 
Athena Griffith 
College Station, TX 
 
Carol Ann Hunt 
Midland, TX 
 
Rev. Bruce Felker  
The Woodlands, TX 
 
Paula Keeth  
Glenn Heights, TX 
 
Alexis Allen  
Fort Worth, TX 
 
Kim Campbell  
Austin, TX 
 
Helen Truscott 
Dickinson, TX 
 
Harry Davis 
Beaumont, TX 
 
Ramah Briganti  
Austin, TX 
 
Arthur McKinley 
Flower Mound, TX 
 
Brian Hughes  
Dallas, TX 
 
Danielle Allen  
Willis, TX 
 
Janet Lowery  
Houston, TX 
 
Bro. Brian Halderman, 
SM San Antonio, TX 
 
William Mefford 
Burnet, TX 
 
Elinor Johansen 
Denton, TX 
 
Lynn Walters  
Irving, TX 
 
Mirna Romero 
Houston, TX 
 
Robert Schuwerk 
Austin, TX 
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Deborah Garza  
Austin, TX 
 
Ryann Terry 
San Antonio, TX 
 
Alicia Moore  
Austin, TX 
 
Nate Custer  
Houston, TX 
 
Winnie Hinson  
Plano, TX 
 
Marian Leonard 
McKinney, TX 
 
Philip Ikomi  
Houston, TX 
 
Bridget Hyde  
Midland, TX 
 
Josette Ducote 
Houston, TX 
 
Marcia Pampe 
Houston, TX 
 
Miranda Meador  
Willis, TX 
 
Sherry McClendon 
San Antonio, TX 
 
Kathleen Juhl  
Austin, TX 
 
Wayne Daniel  
El Paso, TX 
 
Rosie Saldana  
El Paso, TX 
 
Alfred Dabrowski 
McAllen, TX 
 
Sandy Palacios  
Austin, TX 
 
Annette Spanhel 
Cedar Creek, TX 
 
Sara Young  
Seabrook, TX 
 
Amy Hauck  
Austin, TX 
 
Herbert Diener  
Austin, TX 
 
Joan Covici  
Dallas, TX 
 
John Michael Cooper 
Georgetown, TX 
 
Kara Svendsen  
Fort Worth, TX 
 
James Garraty 
Grapevine, TX 
 
Bart Boyce  
Houston, TX 

Esperanza Razura 
Odessa, TX 
 
Taylor Burton  
Austin, TX 
 
Phivan Wright 
Kingwood, TX 
 
Serena Connelly  
Farmers Branch, TX 
 
Achala Talati  
Fort Worth, TX 
 
Jeanna Stephen  
San Antonio, TX 
 
William Tapscott 
Corpus Christi, TX 
 
Robert Edwards 
Austin, TX 
 
Ovide Duncantell 
Houston, TX 
 
Stephanie Bosch 
Houston, TX 
 
Kaiya Kershaw 
Arlington, TX 
 
Phillip Jjones  
Austin, TX 
 
Cyrus  
Ghadiriforoushani 
Houston, TX 
 
Veronique 
Schlumberger 
Houston, TX 
 
Sarah Zoller  
Dallas, TX 
 
Patricia Major  
Dallas, TX 
 
Emily Northrop 
Georgetown, TX 
 
Lisa McKinney 
Edgewood, TX 
 
Laura Seipp  
Dallas, TX 
 
Margarita Medrano 
Austin, TX 
 
Bill James  
Houston, TX 
 
Shawn Borton 
McKinney, TX 
 
Sigrid Walsh 
Richardson, TX 
 
Katherine Peavey 
Austin, TX 

Anne Tom 
Georgetown, TX 
 
Joe Watt  
Beaumont, TX 
 
Jane Lindsay  
Post, TX 
 
Pamela Sager 
Houston, TX 
 
Angelle Adams  
The Woodlands, TX 
 
Paul Pineda  
San Antonio, TX 
 
Elaine Craddock 
Austin, TX 
 
Carla Pineda  
San Antonio, TX 
 
Leticia Guerra  
San Antonio, TX 
 
Laura Wilder  
Garland, TX 
 
Janet Orr  
El Paso, TX 
 
Amy O'Sullivan 
Baytown, TX 
 
Laura Marcinkowski 
Houston, TX 
 
David Jackson 
Edinburg, TX 
 
Kay Arnold  
Austin, TX 
 
Paul Vander Linden 
Plano, TX 
 
Amanda Williams 
Houston, TX 
 
Mary Gifford  
Austin, TX 
 
Priscilla Atwood 
Houston, TX 
 
Lynnette Gray  
Katy, TX 
 
Elizabeth Gray  
Austin, TX 
 
Erika Mittag  
Cedar Park, TX 
 
Katie Goodwin 
Houston, TX 
 
Laura Merrill 
Wimberley, TX 
 
Joanne Sanders 
Austin, TX 
 
Daniel Devera  
Conroe, TX 

 
Edward Thomas 
Dallas TX 
 
Ralph Ward 
Commerce TX 
 
Kirsten Jacobvitz 
Wimberley TX 
 
Fayza Elmostehi 
Houston TX 
 
Jennifer McSpadden 
Keller TX 
 
Pat Allen  
Austin, TX 
 
Jeanne Adams  
Corpus Christi, TX 
 
Milli Apelgren  
Austin, TX 
 
Suzette Spanhel 
Austin, TX 
 
Jay Flaherty  
Austin, TX 
 
Jay Nickel  
Wimberley, TX 
 
Amy Mccurdy  
Kyle, TX 
 
Andrew Johnson 
Austin, TX 
 
Betty Jane 
Berresheim  
El Paso, TX 
 
Marian Breen  
Austin, TX 
 
Don Hauck  
Austin, TX 
 
Dee Stofko  
Dallas, TX 
 
Barbara Budde 
Austin, TX 
 
Dan Hilliard 
Georgetown, TX 
 
Lisa Groves 
Friendswood, TX 
 
Nick Rissman 
Beaumont, TX 
 
Joe Wilson 
Georgetown, TX 
 
C. Lee Taylor  
Houston, TX 
 
Bill Carter  
Austin, TX 
 
Gene Collins  
Odessa, TX 
 
Kathryn Melton  
Deer Park, TX 
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